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“My God shall supply all your need.” — Phil. 4:19 
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Editorial ... 


“BE YE THANKFUL” 


—Colossians 3:15 


The Thanksgiving holiday is a time 
of feasting—an American tradition to 
which people in our midst from other 
lands readily adhere. Born in a sense of 
gratitude for a good harvest and a feel- 
ing of security in having sufficient for 
the rigors of the approaching winter, 
our Thanksgiving Day comes to us with 
a religious tone. 


Being thankful is more than an act 
of propriety in social relationships: it is 
a spiritual grace. Among the instructions 
the Apostle Paul gave to the Colossians 
for the development of spirituality and 
Christian character was the admonition, 
“Be ye thankful.” Recognize and appre- 
ciate the source of blessings, both ma- 
terial and spiritual. 


Thankfulness seems the only proper 
response to goodness and _ generosity. 
There has been resentment in our coun- 
try because Russia has been short on 
appreciation for the aid given her during 
the war. We fail to understand their 
lack of appreciation, and attach a sinister 
motive to such attitude. This situation 
contributes its part to the differences be- 
tween the two powerful countries. 


And so are the ways of human re- 
lationshivs, whether nationally or in- 
dividually —lack of appreciation, no 
thought of thankfulness, weakens them, 
often to the disintegration point. 


How much we have to thank God for! 
We are in a land whose standard of liv- 
ing is higher than anywhere else in the 
world. We count as necessities things 
that kings and potentates of former gen- 
erations never knew. A turn of the knob 
brings music, sermons, news, and enter- 
tainment to our elbows. We reach for a 
telephone and can talk to practically 
anyone anywhere. We press a button 
and the darkness of night flees from out 
homes. The genii of electricity lights 
our houses, cooks our meals, freezes our 
food, launders our clothes. At the curb 
sits a chariot ready at the turn of the 
switch and the pressure of the foot to 
take us anywhere we direct. Foods in 
variety await on store shelves, in season 
and out—ready to suit our fancy. We're 
in America—these are the usual and 
commonplace in our land. 
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The born-again Christian has all this 
and heaven too. He has the heaven of 
promise and the promise of heaven. He 
has the joy of spiritual well being, re- 
demption from sin. God is his Father, and 
the worth of godliness is in his natural 
life. The peace of God, the joy of the 
Lord, the indwelling of the Spirit, the 
knowledge of the reality of the blessing 
of the heavenly Father, and the spiritual 
assurance that comes by faith in God 
are all blessings for which the child of 
God can be thankful. 

As Pentecostal people we praise the 
Lord, not only in our hearts but also 
offer praise as the fruit of our lips. As 
we worship Him and praise Him for His 
goodness to us, every day becomes 
thanksgiving day —a feast day —a spirit- 
ual feast that maketh the soul to grow 
and to prosper.—M.M. 


Prayer Epigrams 

Prayer is one of God's greatest gifts 
to man. 

Prayer is more than a form of words; 
it has an inner heart. It often seems no 
more than a heart to heart talk to God; 
but how many things are made right by 
such a talk. 

The spirit of fellowship transcends 
all supply of needs and yet needs are 
supplied. 

Prayer brings an answer that is al- 
ways greater than the thing asked, for it 
brings the soul in touch with God. 

Prayer is a means and not an end. 
The help we crave and the help we 
receive is only a small part—a super- 
sensual realm, and God and the things 
of God are made real. 

The great gulf fixed by sin and death 
is crossed again and again by prayer, 
over Christ as the bridge. 

Prayer may be as mild as a May day 
or as fierce as an Euroclydon. On the 
field of prayer, through the power of the 
precious blood, Satan, self and the world 
meet their Waterloo. 

Real prayer is an inspiration. It car- 
ries at its girdle the keys of knowledge 
and of all mysteries. 

Prayer without faith is but husk: with 
faith it contains the seed corn of a mil- 


lion harvests. (nhl P. 


We Give Thanks 
LORD GOD of hosts, we render thanks 


For all Thy mercies sure; 
Thy tender love environs us, 
And will through life endure. 
Teach us to know Thy perfect will, 
Humble and meek to be; 
May we in gladness praise Thy name 
Throughout eternity. 
Lord God of hosts, we offer thanks 
And call upon Thy name; 
A psalm of praise to Thee we sing, 
Thy wondrous love proclaim. 
Thou art our refuge and our strength; 
There is no other power; 
If sudden danger threatens us, 
We find in Thee a tower. 
Lord God of hosts, we proffer praise; 
Direct us on our way; 
With grateful hearts we worship Thee 
On this Thanksgiving Day. 
—By Grenville Kleiser 


Wise Quips 
Charles H. Spurgeon said many wise 


things in a sentence: 
“Better do than dream; better be than 
seem.” 
“Buy not silk when you owe for milk.” 
“Desired things may not be desirable.” 
“Avoid what makes in thy pocket 
a void.” 
“Maybe’s are not honey bees.” 
“Why kill nettles if you grow 
thistles>?” 
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o the thirteenth chapter of Hebrews 

at the fifteenth verse we are admon- 
ished to “offer the sacrifice of praise to 
God continually.” In the twentieth chap- 
ter of second Chronicles we find a very 
practical outworking of this sacrifice of 
praise as it was wrought out in Judah, 
in the reign of king Jehoshaphat, tnder 
very trying and dangerous circum- 
stances. 

The children of Ammon, Moab, and 
mount Seir had invaded Judah. Ammon 
and Moab were decendants of Lot as the 
result of an evil night of lust with his 
own daughters. God’s curse was upon 
them. He had said, “An Ammonite or 
Moabite shall not enter into the con- 
gregation of the Lord” (Deut. 23:3). 
Seir was a decendant of Esau, of whom 
the Lord said, “Esau have I hated” 
(Rom. 9:13). Here this trinity of na- 
tions is attempting to give the lie to God 
and to defy His interdict. Never before 
had the people of God been beset by 
such an unholy and overpowering trin- 
ity of the devil. 


In this very day of our times the 
devil still has his trinity at work in the 
world. It is pursuing the same tactics 
as of old in besetting the people of God. 
This present-day trinity is the world, 


the flesh, and the devil. It is still as 


tricky and evil and powerful as in the © 


days of Jehoshaphat. By a study of 
Jehoshaphat’s conduct the church of to- 
dav may learn a lesson of how to utterly 
defeat this unholy trinity and come off 
more than conquerors with much spoil 
wrested from the enemy. 


As soon as Jehoshaphat learned that 
Judah had been invaded by this trinity 
of hell he “set himself to seek the Lord” 
(vs. 3). Observe here the evidences of 
fixity of purpose that appear in the 
chapter. (Vss. 3, 13, 17.) This is a prime 
requisite if one is to gain the victory over 
the world. the flesh, and the devil. In 
profligate Babvlon Daniel “purposed in 
his heart that he would not defile him- 
self.” 


Not only did Jehoshaphat “seek the 
Lord” but he “proclaimed a fast through- 
out all Judah” (vs. 3). Centuries later, 
when confronted by a demon-possessed 
boy, the Lord said, “this kind goeth not 
forth but by praver and fasting” (Matt. 
17:21). If the church is ever to utterly 
rout this trinity of demons that beset 
her, it will be by prayer and fasting. 
Then all “Judah gathered themselves to- 
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BERACHAH 


A Message of Thanksgiving 
by R. H. Moon 


gether, to.ask help of the Lord ... . with 
their little ones, their wives and_ their 
children” (vss. 4, 13).. No one was left 
out. All must be there in united seek- 
ing of the Lord. There must be unity of 
effort, no one omitted, if the Israel of 
God is to obtain the victory today. 

Then follows the prayer of interces- 
sion uttered by Jehoshaphat, closing 
with the remarkable confession of verse 
12. Look at this confession very care- 
fully. It is divided into three parts. “We 
have no might against this great com- 
pany.” By a reference to chapter 17:13- 
19 we learn that Jehoshaphat had an 
army of 1,160,000 soldiers. Why then 
did he say, “we have no might”? It was 
because he recognized that this was a 
spiritual battle, that back of this trinity 
of nations that confronted him was the 
unseen prince of this world and the un- 
seen hosts of evil in the heavenlies (Eph. 
6:12). The same powerful forces con- 
front the church today. We have no 
might against them either. 

The second part of this confession 
was “neither know we what to do.” 
With an army of over a million men at 
his disposal, yet he frankly confesses be- 
fore that same army and the whole of 
Judah that we (thus including the army 


and Judah) don’t know what to do. 


Someone right here might say, why, just 
call out the army, and resist them. But 
not in a spiritual battle like this one. In 
the present time the church is “rich, and 
increased with goods, and has need of 
nothing” (Rev. 3:17). Some of the 
brainiest men in all the world are to be 
found in her ranks, yet to be a victor she 
must do just what the Lord tells her 
to do in the next verse. This is precisely 
what Jehoshaphat is doing in this con- 
fession of his. 

But the saving clause in this gracious 
confession is this, “Our eyes are upon 
Thee.” Beyond the prince of this world, 
and the wicked spirits in heavenly places, 
this company of people saw the hosts 
of the Lord mighty to come to their help 
and to rescue them. God help the church 
to get her eyes upon God and not this 
trinity of the world, the flesh and the 
devil. 


Now comes the prophecy of Jahaziel 
(vs. 14). This prophet was never heard 
of before or since this one utterance. 
There is no evidence that he was an 
established prophet of reputation in 
Judah. It is apparent that he was just 
one of the crowd standing around the 
king “before the Lord” that memorable 
day, when suddenly the Spirit of the 
Lord fell upon him. 

This makes the subsequent conduct 
of Jehoshaphat, the army and the people 
all the more remarkable. How did they 
know but that he might be carried away 
by the emotions of the crowd, and speak- 
ing out of the fulness of his own heart, 
have uttered a prophecy accordingly? 
It would not be the first time that such 
a thing has been done much to the em- 
barrassment of the people later. Never- 
theless Jehoshaphat and all Judah fell 
with their faces to the ground “wor- 
shipping the Lord.” Perhaps there may 
have been some fearful ones in the audi- 
ence that day. There may have been 
some who advocated marshaling the 
armed forces of the nation. Many an 
army in a small nation before and since 
has overridden the king’s decree, and 
instituted a rebellion on much less pro- 
vocation. To forestall this, Jehoshaphat 
utters the words, “Believe in the Lord 
your God, so shall ye be established; be- 
lieve His prophets, so shall ye prosper.” 

Here is given the secret of establish- 
ment and prosperity for the church of 
God of today. Believe God and be estab- 
lished. Believe His prophets and pros- 
per. Consider all that depended upon 
this prophecy and obedience to its direc- 
tions. There were millions of lives of 
men, women, and children at stake, be- 
sides the unrest of a chafing army of over 
a million men. Despite all this Jehosha- 
phat chose to believe God and led the 
nation along the lines of utter faith in 
the Lord. See how God honored him 
for it. 

Now comes the thanksgiving message 
applicable for this day and all other 
days. In this season of the year how 
fitting it is for us to observe it well. 
Under the circumstances, for stark fool- 
ishness, the conduct of Jehoshaphat has 
few equals. ‘To send a choir of singers 
before the army, as they went into battle, 
required the utmost faith. Imagine what 
that large army must have thought of 
such a procedure. To have to take sec- 
ond place to a choir at such a juncture 

(Continued on page 15) 
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MARVELOUS portion of God’s Word 

is the Epistle to the Ephesians. I am 
glad that we do not have to give up any 
portion of the Scriptures, but I have 
frequently said that if we had to give 
up a book of the Bible I should rather 
give up Jonah than John, or Ecclesiastes 
than Ephesians. Thank God, we do not 
have to give up a single chapter or a 
single verse. 

Portions of Ephesians, like other por- 
tions of the Word, have been improper- 
ly interpreted. One of the passages that 
in my opinion, has been misinterpreted, 
and made to teach what it does not 
teach at all, is the eighth verse of the 
fourth chapter. There we read, “When 
He ascended up on high, He led capti- 
vity captive.” The two verses that follow, 
it will be noted, are parenthetical in 
their nature; at least they were so re- 
garded by the translators. In them we 
are told that He who ascended first des- 
cended “into the lower parts of the 
earth,” and that His object in ascending 
was “that He might fill all things.” The 
subject being discussed is the ministry 
gifts of Christ to His Church which 
is His body. It will be seen that the 
parenthetical statement is simply ex- 
planatory. It was not designed to teach 
a new doctrine, and teaches none. Our 
Lord was in heaven before He came to 
the earth. He was in the beginning with 
God, and He came to earth and became 
a partaker of human nature that He 
might go to the cross and die on our 
behalf, or, as Paul expresses it, “that 
through death He might destroy him 
that had the power of death, that is, 
the devil; and deliver them who through 
fear of death were all their lifetime sub- 
ject to bondage” CHeb. 2:14,15). Hav- 
ing died upon the cross, He rose from 
the dead, and later ascended into heaven. 
He could not have ascended unless He 
had first descended. He had come from 
God, as He Himself definitely stated, 
and when He went away He went to 
God. See John 16:27,28. 

When our Lord ascended He “as- 
cended up far above all heavens,” the 
evident meaning being that He was 
accorded the highest place in the uni- 
verse that God, through Him, had 
created. As He was “given a name 
which is above every name, that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
of things in heaven, and things in earth, 
and things under the earth, and that 
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LEADING CAPTIVITY CAPTIVE 


by J. Narnver GorTNER 


every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father” (Phil. 2:9,10), it was fitting 
that being thus “highly exalted,” His 
exaltation should be expressed by the 
inspired writer in the statement that 
when He ascended He “ascended up 
far above all heavens.” The expression 
does not indicate that He now makes 
His residence above the highest of the 
heavens. A king is above those whom 
he has associated with himself in the 
government of the country over which 
he reigns; the President is above the 
members of the Congress, and the mem- 
bers of his cabinet, but in neither case 
does he reside in a locality that is above 
those who have been constituted his 
advisers and associates. In this sense has 
Christ “ascended up far above all 
heavens.” Some commentators appear 
to have been considerably perplexed by 
the expression, but it is not to be under- 
stood literally, but in the sense that 
Christ is above all others in that He has 
been made supreme, or, as the Scrip- 
ture tells us, has been given the pre- 
eminence. (Col. 1:18). 

The Bible is noted for the fact that 
it sets forth many things that are op- 
posites and that are contrasted with each 
other. Light is contrasted with darkness; 
day with night; God with Satan; heaven 
with hell; obedience with disobedience; 
justification with condemnation; Christ 
with Antichrist; the new Jerusalem, 
the Bride of the Lamb, with Babylon, 
the consort of the “beast,” ete. Here 
we see “the lower parts of the earth” 
contrasted with “far above all heavens.” 


Compare Isa. 44:23. 
When our Lord “descended into the 


lower parts of the earth” we are told by 
some interpreters that He went down 
into Hades, that Paradise was there 
located at that time, and that He took 
the souls that were in Paradise up 
into heaven, and that we are to under- 
stand that they were the “captivity” that 
He “led captive.” At the present time 
we are told, the compartment which 
they occupied before the death of Christ 
is empty, and that Paradise has been 
removed from beneath and is now above. 
The object of our Lord in going below, 
to “the lower parts of the earth,” was to 


take from thence the soul of the penitent 


thief, and all the souls of the deceased | 


saints, of the Paradise above. All of which 
has been borrowed from certain Roman 
Catholic theologians, and is, in my judg- 
ment, without any warrant in the Scrip- 
tures. This interpretation is supposed to 
make clear what otherwise is hard to 
understand. My opinion is that it ex- 
plains little and that the interpretation 
involves us in greater difficulties. 


In a previous article we decided that 
Jesus, during the time His body was in 
the grave, did not go to “the spirits in 
prison” to preach, and that, while His 
body was dead and in the sepulchre, 
He did not preach “to them that are 
dead, that they might be judged accord- 
ing to men in the flesh, but live accord- 
ing to God in the spirit.” The only time 
our Lord ever preached “to them that 
are dead” was before they died, or, in 
other words, while they were still living. 


Jonah is to be regarded as a type of 
Christ. Jesus said, “As Jonas was three 
days and three nights in the whale’s 
belly; so shall the Son of man be three 
days and three nights in the heart of 
the earth. (Matt. 12:49). Jonah, as we 
all know, was thrown into the sea, and 


was swallowed by a great fish that God 


had prepared, and he was in the belly. 


of the fish for three days and three 
nights. I believe he died, and that he 
was raised from the dead. A number of 
able scholars have believed this—among 
them Dr. W. E. Bullinger and Dr. W. 
B. Riley—and I hesitate not to accept 
their conclusions. Jonah, in describing 
his experience, after the fish had eject- 
ed him from its stomach, said, “I went 
down to the bottoms of the mountains, 
the earth with her bars was about me 
forever: yet hast thou brought up my 
life from corruption, O Lord, my God” 
(Jonah 2:6). And the word rendered 
“corruption” is rendered “grave” in Job 
33:22. “The bottoms of the mountains” 
we may regard as synonomous with “the 
lower parts of the earth.” 


Our Lord came from the highest and 
He descended to the lowest. And His 
object in doing it was our redemption, 
and the destruction of Satan’s power; 
and, not only that, but the destruction 
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of Satan himself, and of all the powers 
marshalled under Satan’s leadership. 

In Colossians 2:15 we are told that 
our Lord, “having spoiled principalities 
and powers, made a show of them open- 
ly, triumphing over them in it,” that is, 
in His cross. His death, of course, was 
followed by His resurrection, and His 
resurrection by His ascension. He had 
achieved a great triumph over His ad- 
versaries; He had conquered all His ene- 
mies, and He had chained them, as it 
were, to His chariot. When He ascend- 
ed to the glory, to be met by the ap- 
plauding angels and to be welcomed by 
His Father and all the heavenly host, He 
ascended as a victor whose victory had 
been complete. Here were the trophies 
of His victory. He “led captivity captive.” 

The quotation is a quotation from 
Psalm 68, where the word rendered 
“captivity” is shvee which means 
“prisoner” and is from shivyah which 
means “to transport into captivity.” ‘The 
word is rendered “prisoners” in Isa. 20:4, 
and “captives” five times in the 28th 
chapter of 2 Chronicles, verses 5, 11, 
13, 14 and 15. It is rendered “and took” 
in Numbers 21:1, and is the word that 
is rendered “captivity” in Judges 5:2 
where we read a very significant pass- 
age that throws considerable light on 
the passage we are discussing, “Awake, 
awake, Deborah; awake, awake, utter 
a song: arise, Barak, and lead capti- 
vity captive, thou son of Abinoam.” 
Read the preceding chapter, and mark 
the last two verses, “So God subdued 
on that day Jabin the king of Canaan 
before the children of Israel. And the 
hand of the children of Israel prospered, 
and prevailed against Jabin the king of 
Canaan, until they had destroyed Jabin 
the king of Canaan.” The victory was a 
complete victory, and Barak led his “cap- 
tivity captive.” 

Our Lord wrought a mighty victory 
when He died upon the cross and rose 
from the dead. He “subdued on that 
day” the Prince of the power of the air, 
“that old serpent, called the devil and 
Satan, which deceiveth the whole world” 
(Rev. 12:9), and He overcame at the 
same time all the principalities of evil 
that had been operating on the earth, 
and when He went up into glory, He 
took with Him, not only His own blood, 
figuratively speaking, that with it He 
might sprinkle there the mercy-seat, but, 


(Continued on page 13) 
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WOMEN’S MISSIONARY COUNCIL 


Dear W.M.C. Co-Workers: 


I want to thank everyone who had a 
part in the offering taken at camp for 
me this year which made it possible for 
me to attend the General Council. It 
was a wonderful trip and will long be 
remembered and enjoyed. The Wom- 
en's Missionary Councils of the other 
districts are just as enthusiastic about 
the women’s work as you are, and it was 
a pleasure to work with them. As we 
heard of the great need overseas for food 
and clothing for our Christian brothers 
and sisters in the Lord, it was a joy to 
know our District had been doing some- 
thing—even though that something is 
only a little compared to what we could 
do. May the Lord find us faithfully do- 


ing what we can at all times! 


Some interesting items have come in 
during the last month that I would like 
to pass along. From Mrs. Mary Quito- 
riano, Orland, with a check for $12 for 
the Milk Fund for children in Germany: 
“We are a very small church and in our 
Sunday school we have a penny march 
every Sunday. Usually this is used for 
various incidentals, but recently the 
Sunday school decided to turn it over 
to the Women’s Missionary Council to 
be sent to you for the Milk Fund. God 
has blessed us greatly and the penny 
march has increased threefold since it is 
now the Milk Fund. So, as president of 
the W.M.C., I’m forwarding this in- 


formation and money on to you with 


the hope that some other church might 
pattern after us.” 


Mrs. Daisy Kennedy writes about the 
W.M.C. in Africa: “We have had such 
heavy rain I had to postpone some of 
my women’s meetings. | still have the 
class in Scripture memorizing, for I do 
not want them to forget. They are quite 
thrilled over the long chains they are 
making. For each verse they learn, they 
receive another link in the chain with 
the Scripture verse written on it. The 
links are different colors and very pretty. 
Out of all the quilt scraps I could find, 
the women finally finished piecing one 
top; all squares differ in quality of sew- 
ing, but after it is put together, it does not 
look bad, but of course not up to our 
women’s work at home. We enjoy the 
Gap Trpincs and read about your good 
work with the W.M.C. Wish you could 


visit our women’s meetings. Up to 40 


attend each time and that is a handful 
on sewing day.” . 

In a letter from the Brengles of Bethel 
Bible Institute, Philippine Islands comes: 
“Thank you, dear friends of Glad Tid- 
ings W.M.C. for the toys sent with the 
Shields. I gave the large puzzles to the 
girls’ and boys’ dormitories, as they have 
practically no recreation, and they were 
delighted. One of the girls asked me 
for the paper dolls, so I gave them to 
her. I have distributed the smaller toys 
around to a few of the children, and still 
have a few. How they do enjoy them. 
They were so pleased with the jacks, too. 
Thank you again.” When you pack 
Christmas boxes do not forget the chil- 
dren. 

From Emma Decker in the Shanghai 
Missionary Home after she received the 
box of dresser scarfs, towels, one of the 
wooden ducks from Napa W.M.C. and 
other articles left after camp meeting: ‘I 
just have to take time to write and let 
you know that we received all those 
lovely things. It surely was grand to 
open up the first box that came from 
home. Everybody that was around that 
evening enjoyed those things. ‘There is 
something about missionaries—they can 
always enjoy seeing others opening 
boxes and are just as happy as if it were 
their own things. Well, the towels were 
used right away for we are in great need 
of towels and wash cloths. Our home is 
overfilled with missionaries from every- 
where and still more are coming in to- 
day. I hardly know where to put them 
and where to get sheets and pillow cases. 
I am going to use the duck for the D.V. 
B.S. in our Bible School at Peking where 
I expect to go in two or three weeks. 
Things like that are easy for them to 
copy and will make nice gifts for them 
or their people. ‘Then it will be an orna- 
ment in my home also, for I got word 
that all my things that I had in China 
are gone except one piece of furniture.” 
Let us pray with Sister Emma that she 
will be able to get the things she will 
need. 

On October 3, Mrs. Dorothy Davis, 
president of the Oakland First Church 
W.M.C., accompanied me to a disirict 
rally at Merced. Brother Walker Hall, 
who expects to return to South China in 
November or December, gave an inter- 
esting talk and let the women ask ques- 
tions about the different phases of his 
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work and about conditions there now; 
and I was asked to give a report of the 
General Council W.M.C. meeting and 
to bring a short message from the Word. 
Mrs. Albert Ogle, the South San Joa- 
quin district chairman, has done a good 
work. Since Brother and Sister Ogle 
have moved to Sunnyvale, there will be 
a new sectional chairman as soon as the 
presbyter for that district is chosen. 
There will also be a new sectional chair- 
man for the Peninsula district. About 
125 were in attendance, including a 
number of pastors, who said they en- 
joyed the women’s meeting. These all- 
day rallies are such a blessing that they 
are being held quarterly in the South 
San Joaquin district. At their next meet- 
ing they‘expect to display the handwork 
of the different groups. The Merced 
W.M.C., with Mrs. T. E. Woods, served 
a hot dish luncheon; and everyone, in- 
cluding the men, enjoyed the time of 
fellowship. 

Our relief work is going forward as 
you will note in an article by Brother 
Emil Naef in this issue of Grap Txp- 
ncs. The Turlock church sent a large 
shipment to a Bible school in England 
through the facilities of Church World 
Service, and we expect soon to hear from 
them. The shipment to Lulu Ashmore, 
Singapore, is on its way and should soon 
be there. A shipment is in readiness to 
go to Germany via the Panama Canal. 
It will be interesting when the letters 
begin to come in, and everyone will wish 
he had given. Some of our people are 
sending individual packages to friends 
and loved ones overseas, and some have 
received names and addresses where 
parcels are also being sent. I would like 
to give a word of warning: be sure to 
send letters when packages are being 
mailed so that these friends will be on 
the look-out for the parcels. Check or 
report anything that does not seem right 
to Brother Noel Perkin, Missions De- 
partment, Springfield, Missouri. We 
were told at General Council, by men 
who had just come from Europe, to use 
every precaution, as we do not want to 
feed black markets or to lose too many 
packages. The Christians over there 
need our help, and we want them to get 
what we are able to send. Large ship- 
ments designated to churches, orphan- 
ages, or Bible schools can be sent through 
Church World Service. 

Sincerely in Him, 


Mrs. R. J. Thurmond, Director. 
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GIVE THAT THEY MIGHT LIVE 
by Emu J. Narr 


To date, nearly 25,000 pounds of re- 
lief clothing for Europe and Asia have 
been received. Everyone has been beauti- 
fully co-operating in the great task to 
share our bounty with our destitute 
brethren abroad. 


It might be interesting to know that 
Northern California is the only district 
in the constituency that can make bulk 
shipments to the occupied countries 
around the world. After World War 1, 
and in this present postwar period again, 
is was very unfortunate that Full Gospel 
circles were unable to find proper chan- 
nels to do relief work and to also make 
an impact on the governments of war- 
torn countries. It was learned just the 
other day, that over 70% of all parcels 
sent to individuals, especially in Europe, 
are lost and some of them sold on the 
black market. Goods bought and sent 
through commercial channels in Den- 
mark and other European countries are 
much overpaid. Such border traffic is 
considered illegal by the respective 
governments. It must be recognized 
that we are a great distance from the 
scenes of suffering, and ministering 
brethren in their respective countries 
have much better knowledge of need and 
their recommendations are very valuable 
when it comes to distribution. The need 
in Europe and Asia is not abating by 
any means, but is growing steadily. Un- 
less we continue in relief efforts, we will 
fail our brethren in this great hour of 
crisis. Germany, today especially, is the 
battlefield of ideologies. Every garment, 
every gift—yes, even every kind word 
helps to tip the scales for democracy 
a: God-given liberties that Christians 
everywhere cherish. Without them, the 
cause of the gospel is at stake, if not lost. 


One does still sense isolation in our 
circles, and many are still asking, like 
Cain of old, “Am I my brother’s keep- 
er?’ I shall never forget my years of 
ministry in Germany prior to the gi- 
gantic World War 2. Christian circles 
felt isolated from the rest of the world 
because of political and spiritual in- 
difference, which failed to support what 
efforts were made to avert the great 
disaster to the European countries. Shall 
we band together as Full Gospel people 


around the world, bearing one another’s 


burdens and so fulfilling the law of 
Christ? 

First shipment into Germany through 
the Panama Canal will commence in 
a few weeks. In order to keep a steady 
flow of contributions, we must continue 
to give. Would it not be appropriate to 
eliminate many unnecessary items on 
our Christmas shopping list and, in- 
stead, give to the needy overseas? 

By this time, our coin cans have been 
sent to the assemblies. May we urge all 
of the pastors to co-operate in supple- 
menting the baling, handling, and ship- 
ping charges of Church World Service. 


Missionary News 

Brother Floyd Thomas and _ family 
sailed October 5 from the Gold Coast, 
West Africa. They are due to arrive in 
New Orleans about five weeks later. 
They will soon be back in our District 
enjoying furlough for about a year, ex- 
pecting to return to the work in Africa 
when they are physically refreshed. 


Smee Seen So 


Brother and Sister A. M. Heetebry 
sailed for the Fiji Islands on October 21 
to resume their work of many years in 


Suva. 
0 ae Ae ecoe 


Brother H. A. Suan and his bride ar-- ° 


rived from the Philippines October 14. 
Brother Suan spent several months in 
the Islands preaching the gospel to his 
people. Early in the year he was mar- 
ried to a young lady Christian worker, 
who will join in his ministry he under- 
takes in this country. 
* *% * *% * 


Sister Thelma Simpkins sailed Octo- 
ber 31 for her work in Hawaii. 
* * * * * 


Sister Frances Ferguson arrived in 
Australia on September 21 to engage in 
gospel work in that country. 


If there is righteousness in the heart, 
there will be beauty in the character. If 
there is beauty in the character, there 
will be harmony in the home. If there 
is harmony in the home, there will be 
order in the nation. If there is order in 
the nation, there will be peace in the 
world. —Chinese Proverb. 
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W. T. GASTON, 
Superintendent 


The Diatnict Council 


Orrice: 1475 Ellis Street, San Francisco 15 


Puone: West 1-7010 


R. J. THURMOND, 
Secretary-Treasurer 


District Changes 

(Since May 1, 1947) 

' Transferred INTO the District: 
Anderson, Carl C. (Licensed) from Oklahoma 


District 

Filardo, Joe (Exhorter) from Northwest District 

Gerhart, J. L. (Ordained) from Texas District 

Hill, Keith J. (Licensed) from Oklahoma District 

Jamison, John S. (Ordained) from Oregon District 

MacLeod, Mrs. Hazel (Ordained) from West Cen- 
tral District 

Kenedy, E. G. (Ordained) from Southern California 
District 

Nicholson, Coy H. from Oklahoma 
District 

Nicholson, Retha A. (Mrs. C. H.) (Ordained) from 
Oklahoma District 

Osborn, A. E. (Ordained) from Southern California 
District 

Osborn, Helen (Mrs. A. E.) 
Southern California District 

Painter, Orville (Ordained) from Oklahoma District 

Pickthorn, Wm. E. (Ordained) from Seuthern Mis- 

_ souri District 

Robeck, Cecil M. (Ordained) from Northwest 
District 

Ross, Wm. C. (Ordained) from Oregon District 

Smith, Ira H. (Ordained) from Arkansas District 

Suan, H. A. (Ordained) from Philippines District 

Suan, Betty O. (Mrs..H. A.) (Licensed) from 
Philippines District ‘ 

Wolford, Myrtle (Ordained) from Oklahoma 
District 

Transferred OUT of the District: 


Avants, Wanda J. (Licensed) to Southern California 
District 

Brightwell, W. Kenneth (Licensed) to Oregon 
District 

Brown, Allen J. (Ordained) to Northwest District 

Brown, Mabel T. (Mrs. A. J.) (Licensed) to North- 
west District 

Boyd, Frank M. (Ordained) to Southern Missouri 
District 

Cornwall, E. Judson (Licensed) to Northwest District 

Freeman, W. F. (Ordained) to Oregon District 

Gray, Delores M. (Licensed) to Southern California 
District 

Hamilton, John H. (Ordained) to Northwest District 

Hatton, George S. (Licensed) to Arkansas District 

Hoxworth, Richard C. (Licensed) to Oklahoma 
District 

Jones, T. J. (Ordained) to North Central District 

Klassen, Margaret (Licensed) to Southern California 
District 

Larson, Walter E. (Ordained) to Southern California 
District 

McAteer, Clifford V. (Licensed) to Southern Cali- 
fornia District : 

May, Howard S. (Ordained) to Oregon District 

May, Mae Bernice (Mrs. H. S.) (Licensed) to Ore- 
gon District 

Morrow, Donald W. (Ordained) to Southern Idaho 
District 

Olsen, Mrs. Katherine Lehto (Ordained) to New 
York-New Jersey District a 

Sandlin, J. W. (Licensed) to Oklahoma District 

Sandlin, Zona C. (Mrs. J. W.) (Licensed) to Okla- 
homa District rs 

Skaggs, Donald K. (Ordained) to Northwest District 

Smith, Frank W. (Ordained) to Southern California 
District 

Smith, Lydia C. (Mrs. F. W.) (Ordained) to South- 
ern California District 

Williams, Mrs. Ruth McFall (Licensed) to Southern 
California District 


(Ordained) 


(Ordained) 


from 


a 
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Schedule of Fellowship 
Meetings 
Nov. 3—Garberville, Greenville, 
Manteca, Oakland (Bethel, 
afternoon; First Church, 
evening ) 
10—Centerville, Weed 
17—Fairfield, Redding 
24—Morgan Hill, Patterson 
Dec. 1—Lovelock, Oakland (Cal- 
vary), Salida, Trinidad 


8—Cupertino, Tulelake 


Missionary Conventions 


Brother H. B. Garlock, missionary 
secretary for Africa, is a speaker at the 
three missionary conventions in the Bay 
Area. 


Other guest speakers are Brother and 
Sister James Salter of England, mission- 
aries to the Congo in Africa. Sister 
Salter is the daughter of our late Brother 
Smith Wigglesworth. 

The conventions being held are: First 
Asembly of God Church, Oakland, Octo- 
ber 24, 26, 27, 28; Glad Tidings Tem- 


‘ple, San Francisco, October 29, 30, 31; 


and Bethel Tabernacle, Oakland, No- 
vember 2 to 9. This is Bethel’s seventh 
annual convention. 


Wood, Claude O. (Ordained) to Arizona District 
Wood, Gladness (Mrs. C. O.) (Ordained) to Ari- 


zona District 


Brother and Sister 
Arthur E. Lindvall 

with 
Stanley, Stephen and Alan 
The Lindyalls are the 
newest missionary 
appointees from this 
district. They expect to 
leave for El Salvador 
soon after the first 
of the year. 


Santa Cruz Campground 

Nearly 100 lots in Bethany Park have 
been selected by persons who are plan- 
ning to build cottages for summer use. 
Construction cannot begin until the 
deeds are given, but there is no restric- 
tion on figuring and planning so as to be 
ready to proceed when building can be 
done. 

There are about 115 lots left, most of 


them ranging in prices from $300 to 
$500. 


Supplying the Pulpit 

A young clergyman, who was spend- 
ing a holiday in a small, out-of-the-way 
town, went to the local barber to get a 
shave. The barber, like all his fellows, 
was a more or less loquacious soul. He 
showed a friendly interest in the stran- 
ger who was not dressed in clerical garb. 
He began to question him. “Stranger 
here, ain’t you?” The parson admitted it. 
“Traveling mane” said the barber. “No,” 
said the parson. “What are you doing 
here?” asked the barber. “I am supply- 
ing the pulpit,” said the parson. “Sup- 
plying the pulpit?” echoed the barber, 
who had apparently never heard the 
phrase before. “What with?” ‘That 
question set the clergyman thinking. He 
began to ask himself with what he act- 
ually was supplying that pulpit. A good 
question for everyone who supplies the 


pulpit to ask himself, “What with?” 
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® THOMAS J. CUSTOCK, President and C.A. Editor 
21 Hermosa Avenue, Vallejo 


Phone 2-5201 


RADIO --- Missionary Voice of the Orient 


by Joun Brocer 


“And this gospel of the kingdom shall 
be preached in all the world for a wit- 
ness unto all nations; and then shall the 
end come.” ‘These are the words of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, Who gave as His 
final command the commission to carry 
the gospel into all the world. Yet this 
everlasting gospel which offers the only 
hope of eternal salvation has reached 
only a small portion of the hopeless, de- 
spairing multitudes of this world. 

At the close of World War II, one sec- 
tion of the world in particular offered 
an opportunity that we, as agoressive 
evangelicals, could not afford to over- 
look—the Far East! Japan’s emperor had 
just informed his crushed, beaten, and 
impoverished but faithful subjects. “I 
am no longer God!” Result — spiritual 
chaos! Every nation of the Orient is the 
same spiritual derelict. One thousand 
million souls and most of them have 
never once heard the gospel! 


This is the reason for the Far East 
Broadcasting Company, that the Orient 
might hear the good news of salvation. 
The FEBC was formed in December 
1945, after nine years of prayer and 
preparation, as a nonprofit, noncommer- 
cial radio missionary corporation. ‘The 
executive committee consisted of John 
C. Broger, for four years radio radar 
officer in the U.S. Navy; Robert H. 
Bowman, who for 13 years sang with 
“Haven of Rest”; and William J. Rob- 
erts, director of the program “Gospel 
and Song.” 

In order to blanket effectively the 
Orient with the gospel, it was felt that 
two 10,000 watt transmitters placed in 
some strategic location would be neces- 
sary. 

After an engineering survey of several 
months in China, I embarked for the 
Philippines. Manila was the perfect 
location for the transmitters in order to 


reach all parts of the Orient. The first 
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Din be Albu Ue 


applications to the Philippine govern- 
ment were finally returned — rejected! 
There was no hope in the natural; the 
door was closed. Finally, by the grace 
of God, the FEBC was granted the first 
franchise in the Philippine Republic to 
build radio broadcasting stations — and 
these, praise God, to be dedicated to the 
cause of our Lord and Saviour Christ 
Jesus! 

Construction on the transmitters has 
been in progress since October 1946. 
We expect they will be on the air soon 
after the first of the year 1948. A tran- 
scription studio also has been set up in 
Shanghai, China, for making Chinese 
recordings to be broadcast from the 
Manila stations by short wave back over 
China. 

Perhaps the question has come to 
your mind, are there any radio receiv- 
ing sets in the Orient? Conservative esti- 
mates indicate that there are 29,600,000 
short wave sets in the world, outside the 
U.S.A., with a potential listening audi- 
ence of 170,000,000 people! 

God has been gracious in His leading, 
but let me remind you of this one out- 
standing fact: the Far East Broadcasting 
Company is but the means to an end. 
That end is the coming of our Lord to 
this earth. If there is any one theme of 
the FEBC, it is “bringing back the 
King!” 

Radio, with the speed of light, can 
hurl the message of salvation around 
the earth in less than one-fifth of a sec- 
ond, “in the twinkling of an eye”! “And 
I saw another angel fly in the midst of 
heaven, having the everlasting gospel to 
preach unto them that dwell on the 
earth, and to every nation, and kindred, 
and tongue, and people.” Could it be 
that radio is the divine instrument of 
prophetic fulfillment? “Watch ye there- 
fore”! 


(John Broger will speak at the Speed-the-Light rally 
Sunday afternoon at the C.A. convention in Turlock.) 


FALL CONVENTION 


Custock’s Comments 


C.A. Convention—Hundreds of Christ's 
Ambassadors are looking forward to the 
convention at Turlock. Saturday morn- 
ing will be devoted to the annual busi- 
ness meeting, including the election of 
officers. Bill Kirschke, a well-known 
convention speaker, will be speaking 
nightly. It would be worth while to 
make every effort to come just to hear 
this young man bring timely youth- 
slanted messages. You have enjoyed 
reading articles by Lester Sumrall, trav- 
eler and author, in the C.A. Herald and 
in the Pentecostal Evangel—now hear 
him in person Sunday morning. William 
Pickthorn, popular speaker in many C.A. 
circles over the country and at present 


the dean of G.T.B.I., will also speak. 


President's Travelog — Since coming 
home from General Council, I have been 
busy visiting the following: churches: 
San Rafael, Morgan Hill, Vallejo Full 
Gospel Church, Sacramento, Live Oak, 
Sebastopol, Modesto Airport Assembly, 
Ceres, Vallejo Chabot Gospel Church, 
Delhi, Kerman, Gustine, Los Banos, 
Elko, Lovelock, and South Modesto As- 


sembly of God. It’s a real joy to meet so 


many young people and to encourage . | 


them in the Lord. 


Speed-the-Light—October 19 was Dollar 
Day. If your group failed to participate 
in this most worthy missionary appeal, 
you may still do so by urging every C.A. 
in your constituency to give a dollar. 
Perhaps you feel your contribution isn’t 
much, but if all of our C.A.’s faithfully 
do their part we will top our national 
goal of $100,000. Under the able leader- 
ship of Dale Lapp, the Sacramento 
Bethel C.A.’s have set $1,000 as their 
Speedithe-Light goal. To them the 
C.A.’s of our District say God bless you 
for your missionary zeal and_ vision! 
Don't fail to attend the great Speed-the- 
Light rally with Bobby Bowman and 
John Broger Sunday afternoon at the 
Turlock convention. 
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® MAURICE V. CONTRERAS, Vice-President 
P.O. Box 97, Los Banos 


e WESLEY P. STEELBERG, Secy.-Treas. 
Second and Coley, Escalon 


Thanks for Speed-the-Light Car 


by Frank IsENEsEE, Jr. 


It is our joyous privilege to write to 
you from the land of the ancient Inca, 
Arequipa, Peru. We send our hello and 
saludos to all the young people of the 
Northern California and Nevada Dis- 
trict of the Assemblies of God. First of 
all; we must tell you, that while attend- 
ing the annual convention in Lima, 
Peru, we received notice that the boat, 
with our car on board, was going to dock 
at Callao, a distance of a little over a 
mile from the convention grounds. How 
our hearts thrilled as we rushed down to 
the dock, there to see the car that you 


folks had bought for us! 


We want to take this opportunity to 
thank each young person, who had a 
part in buying this car for us. It is cer- 
tainly an answer to prayer and will be 
used one-hundred per cent in speeding 
the light to these sin-darkened people, 
sitting in the shadow and blackness of 
Catholicism. May the Lord Jesus Christ, 
richly reward each one who gave of his 
means that we might have this car. This 
International panel delivery truck will 
be used in establishing churches in dis- 
tricts where the message of salvation has 
never gone. 


We would like to relate to you how 
the Lord undertook in a marvelous way 
in the buying of some property for the 
purpose of establishing a church. One 
day our native pastor made a trip into 
the mountain district with the purpose 
in mind of inquiring about some land 
that certain people wanted to give to us 
for the erecting of a mission station. 
Upon his return, our native pastor told 
us that there were certain difficulties in- 
volved and that we would not be able 
to-have the land. However, God had 
something better in store for us. 

Our pastor told us about a number of 


buildings for sale. In hearing this, I 


decided to make a trip to this commu- 
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nity to investigate the possibilities for 
buying. Upon arriving and inquiring, 
we were confronted, it seemed, with 
multitudinous obstacles in the way of 
purchasing property. The price of prop- 
erty was too high; the location was not 
good, etc. Finally, some of the brethren 
said, “Let us see some school buildings 
which are for sale.” The moment that 
we saw the property, we realized that it 
was exactly what we wanted and in 
a good location. We went to the owner 
of the property, who happened to be the 
judge of the town, expressing our desires 
for the purchasing of the property. He 
wrote out the legal papers; we went to 
the notary, and in one day the deal was 
finished. As we left his office, the judge 
remarked, “I am glad that the evan- 
gelicals are coming to town.” 


Three months after we bought the 
property, the judge said that there had 
been many people inquiring about the 
property and that already it had almost 
doubled in value. The property has 
three habitations, quite a large patio 
and a large garden plot. A hotel owner 
said that it was a gift to us. Furthermore 


- he declared, “In one year it will be worth 


four times as much as you paid for it.” 
This is how the Lord undertakes, when 
seemingly the obstacles are unsurmount- 


able. 
We trust that you young people will 


join your prayers with ours for this 
community where hardly a ray of gospel 
light has lightened the darkness, that 
God will raise up a native worker and 
that the glorious name of Jesus Christ 
and all of His wonderful saving power 
will be known in this community of 
Chuquibamba, Peru, nestled deep in 
the Andes Mountains. 


You cannot make footprints on the 
sands of time by sitting down. 


Turlock, Calif. 


Word from India 


I am sure you all recognize the hat 
on Leon’s head. Yes, it is one of the 
hats worn by the band in our all-state 
convention in Fresno last November. 
Speed-the-Light is badly needed in 
India, for the natives of India don't 
know what the word speed means. You 
can wait four months for your baggage 
that was supposed to follow you on the 
next week’s train. ‘They don’t move any 
faster telling the gospel. 


The photo shows, Judith, age 7, speed- 
ing to school in a khundi, and Leon, 
age 4, speeding to play with Earl, his 
doll. These are your future Christ's 
Ambassadors in India. 


I trust you are standing with us in 
prayer as these days carry a tremendous 
question mark as to the future of the 
missionary work, with the coming of 
India’s independence. If we pray and 
believe it can be a great move toward 
God. The soil is very fertile into which 
we can plant the seed and reap a good 


harvest.—Ovid A. Dillingham. 
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In the Interest of the 


SUNDAY SCHOOL 


L. W. SUTER, District Sunday School Representative 


‘47 Model Superintendent 


I was conducting a conference in one 
of our churches the other day and while 
there the pastor and I were talking about 
new ideas for our Sunday schools. He 
told me of a local doctor who went away 
to school about every six months to study 
the latest experiments and findings of 
those in the medical profession. One of 
the places he visited was the cancer in- 
stitute. His motive was to learn the very 
best methods that had been discovered 
to combat diseases that we are confronted 
with today. He may have gone to school 
30 years ago, but that is not sufficient. A 
lot of marvelous discoveries have been 
made since then and he needs to know 
about them. 

Public school teachers are confronted 
with the same situation. It seems neces- 
sary for them to attend school for at 
least a few weeks every summer to 
brush up on the latest methods of teach- 
ing. 

If we were to walk into the office of 
an attorney we would find the walls 
lined with books. This attorney must 
keep his library up to date, not only 
with the information on the new laws 
that have been passed but with the 
latest rulings on the older laws so that 
when a question arises all he has to do 
is reach up and take the book that has 
the information in it concerning the 
question, and he is able to give the 
answer. He also subscribes to periodicals 
that are printed as helps for his pro- 
fession. 


We who work in the Sunday school 
need to incorporate the newest and best 
ideas that have been found that will 
make our Sunday school a better Sunday 
school. Hardly any one of us would 
think of driving a 24 model car down 
the road, as it has become antiquated. 
Everyone would turn around and stare 
and then begin to smile at this fellow 
who was driving a car that was so old- 
fashioned and out-of-date. Not only is 
the car out-of-date but it does not have 
the modern conveniences such as the 
1947 models have. If we were to try 
to drive it, the first thing we would 
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have to do is go to the front of it and 
start cranking to get it started. The 
self-starter is much handier and a lot 
safer. 


The question arises in your mind as 
to how you are going to find out about 
these new methods. One of the sources 
of information is through the reading of 
periodicals and books that are written 
on the organization and planning of 
the Sunday school. You may be visiting 
some other school while on your. vaca- 
tion or out of town on business. Make it 
a point to attend a school that is noted 
for its progress. Observe the functioning 
of this school. Ask questions concerning 
the program and the operation of it. 
Most schools are glad to tell you what 
they are doing. You may send your as- 
sistant superintendent to visit some of 
these schools for the express purpose of 
seeing what he can learn that would be 
of help to your school. Keep the thought 
in front of your teaching staff that you 
are on the look-out for new material and 
new ideas. The Lord may have re- 
vealed something to them that you have 
not thought of. Perhaps then when they 
are visiting in another school they will 
have their eyes open to see how that 
school operates. Always welcome every 
bit of information any one can give you. 
Remember, you don’t know it all. The 
persons that seem to be the insignificant 
ones of the school may give you some of 
the best information. Be sure and thank 
them for their help and give them the 
credit for it. Some people are prone to 
learn of new ideas from others, and then 
when it is presented to the school or 
workers in conference the impression is 
left Cwithout actually saying it) that 
this was their own personal idea. That 
in actuality is a falsehood. Be free with 
your praise of the help of others, and 
God will cause others to appreciate you. 


It is not wisdom, generally speaking, 
when you have something that you want 
to incorporate into the school to get up 
on Sunday morning before the school 
and tell them that the school is going to 
do this or that. Many times we do not 


have the co-operation of the other offi- 
cers and teachers of the school because 
they sometimes feel that something is 
being pushed on to them. I have found 
that the Scripture is very true when it 
said that, “in the multitude of counselors 
there is safety.” ‘The proper thing to do 
is to gather the workers of the school 
together in a workers’ conference and 
present the idea to them as a suggestion, 
letting them discuss the idea and decide 
as to whether it will work in the local 
school. Then when they adopt the plan 
it is not just the plan of the superintend- 
ent but it becomes the plan of the entire 


staff of workers in the school, which will 


lead to a united effort on the part of all 
the workers, since they feel that they 
had a definite part in creating the plan. 

There is a definite need of the super- 
intendent of the school to constantly en- 
deavor to keep the spirit of co-operation 
high among the workers of the, school 
by keeping in personal contact with 
them, showing them that he is inter- 
ested in their being the very best officers 
or teachers that is possible and that he 
actually wants them to succeed. Thus 
he is able to actually inspire the work- 
ers of the school on to greater efforts in 


the work of the Lord. 
When the leadership of the school is 


committed to a common objective, and 
the workers unanimously co-operate for 
its attainment, the work of superintend- 
ing is made immeasurably lighter. 

Let’s be a °47 model instead of a ’24 . 
model superintendent. 


“Don’t Forget the Check-up” 
The check-up forms for the Sunday 
School year of 1946-47 are coming in 
to our office but there are still quite a 
number of schools that have not. te- 
ported. Pastors, be sure to check and 
see if it has been sent in. 


Sunday School Convention 
Gilroy - December 1, 2, 3 


Working faithfully every day; 
Do your duty, come what may. 
Do not look for things afar; 

Be contented where you are. 

For the faithful and the true 
God has always work to do. 

In His keeping work and rest; 
What He giveth is the best! 

—Selected. 
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Cunnent Signs 


A DIGEST OF CURRENT EVENTS BY ALBERT J. LEBECK 


Contributions for Palestine 

Jews throughout the world contri- 
buted $6,750,000 towards colony con- 
struction in Palestine, during the five- 
month period ending February 1947. 
This was 62% more than was given dur- 
ing the same period a year ago. Of the 
total sum, Jews of the U.S.A. gave 78%. 

This money, we understand is being 
used by Zionist organizations which 
have no sympathy for the terrorists. It 
purchased over 17,000 dunams of land 
and established 25 new _ settlements. 
Some American money has been given 
to terrorist groups however, and Presi- 
dent Truman has had to issue a procla- 
mation urging Americans to refrain from 
supporting, in any way, those groups 
which promote lawlessness or violence 
in Palestine. 


The Fig Tree Is Budding 

Agnes Scott Kent reports in Evangel- 
ical Christian, a conversation between a 
young Jew and a prominent Jewish 
rabbi. The youth had read the New 
Testament and had been powerfully 
moved by the claims of Christ. In an 
agony of emotion he sought his rabbi’s 
counsel. “Is Jesus Christ our true 
Messiah>” 

The rabbi answered, “Is Jesus Christ 


our Messiah? Do not deny it. It is a. 


fact beyond dispute. Jews everywhere 
are believing it.” 

Thank God, “at this present time also 
there is a remnant according to the 
election of grace” Rom. 1175). Pray 
that more Jews will believe on Him. 


New U.S. Guided Missile Weapon 
If and when America should be at- 
tacked by aircraft or any form of aerial 
missile, a new electronically guided fly- 
ing explosive which seeks out its target 
will be one of the country’s counter 
weapons. 


Europe’s Debacle 
There was a time when Europe was 
the mother of culture, the fountain of 
gospel blessings, the cradle of every- 
thing lofty and worthwhile. From it 
untold gospel blessings went out into 
the uttermost parts of the world. It 
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used to be the stronghold of the gospel. 
It produced mighty reformers and val- 
iant men of God that laid the foundation 
of much that we hold dear. 

It stood against the onslaught of 
heathenism, the hordes of the Tartars 
from Asia, the Mohammedans from 
Asia Minor, ete. 


Alas, it has become the habitation of 
evil spirits, the fighting center of the 
world. Where are the gospel centers of 
apostolic days in Palestine? Where are 
the seven churches of Revelation 2 and 
3? Where are world renowned church 
centers of North Africa? Did-not God 
remove their candlestick out of its place 
because they did not repent? Europe— 
that was exalted and blessed with so 
many blessings unto the heavens—has 
it not been cast down unto hades? Those 
who have been first, have become last. 
O Europe, if thou hadst known in this 
day, even thou, the things which belong 
unto peace! But now they are hid from 
thine eyes. For the days shall come when 
thine enemies shall cast up a bank about 
thee, and compass thee around, and 
thy children within thee; and they shall 
not leave in thee one stone upon an- 
other; because thou knewest not the 
time of thy visitation. (cf. Luke 19:43- 
44). While Europe warded off the 
flood of Islam from without, it suc- 
cumbed to heathenish doctrines from 
within. Nearly all of our schools of 
higher learning teach the exaltation of 
man, the superiority of human reason, 
and discard the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ as superfluous. These doctrines 
brought Europe the curse, the barbarity, 
and the judgment. 


‘“Frothy” Reading Matter 

The public taste in reading matter is 
at a discouragingly low ebb. In a recent 
issue of The Atlantic Monthly, Gordon 
Kahn lambastes the motion picture fan 
magazines. He says, “The frothiest of 
all reading matter—the motion picture 
fan magazines—boasts today a new high 
of 10,000,000 circulation and 45,000,- 
000 readers.” There are at least nine- 
teen of these “fan” magazines, devoted 
to “the dress, diet and metabolism of 
film actors.” These magazines are writ- 


ten for women and _ read mostly by 
women. The contents are meaningless 
chit-chat gossipy write-ups and bits of 
personal information about actors. 

Many precious hours by these millions 
of readers are wasted in reading such 
nonsense. No wonder the lives of mil- 
lions—both men and women—are no 
deeper than the polish on a worldly 
woman’s finger-nails. It’s a superficial 
age, seeking pleasure and satisfied with 
froth. Those who know the Lord are 
privileged to search the Scriptures and 
seek out of the law of the Lord the “deep 
things of the Spirit.” 


Prison Population Gains 

The State Department of Corrections 
advised Governor Warren that Cali- 
fornia’s prison population on August 1 
totaled 8,800 men and women, an in- 
crease of 84 during the month. The 
total included 2,366 in Folsom Prison, 
4,182 in San Quentin, 742 in the insti- 
tution for men in Chino, and 281 in the 
women’s institution in Tehachapi. 


Lawyer Charges Comics, Films, Radio 
Harm Youth 

An American Bar Association com- 
mittee chairman declared recently that 
the movies, radio, and comic strip 
syndicates feed children an entertain- 
ment diet heavy with crime and dashed 
with a frequent “seasoning of illicit sex 
relations.” 


Any Nation Can Produce Bomb 

Size of a nation has little to do with 
its ability to produce the atomic bomb, 
Dr. Otto J. M. Smith, University of 
California bomb researcher and lecturer, 
told members of Sacramento Chapter 
Army Signal Association. 

From the standpoint of cost, Smith 
said, even those countries virtually 
knocked out by the war could afford a 
stockpile of bombs. He used as a com- 
parison the cost of the first U.S. bombs, 
and added several new methods now 
are being used to arrive at the type of 
bomb used on Hiroshima. 

He said the principal destruction in 
any atomic war would be expected with- 
in 24 hours, with 500 “old-type” bombs 
sufficient to knock out a country. The 
Hiroshima bomb, he said, was the small- 
est that could be made. 

“Our only defense,” he concluded, “is 
political. There is no military defense 

% 
now. 
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BLUE LAKE—The new pastor, succeeding 
Brother M. J. Brewer, is Brother Richard 
Goss of Eureka. 

CORNING—Brother Joseph Harper is 
the new pastor. Interest is very good, several 
have been saved, reclaimed and many visitors 
are attending. 

COVELO-Sister Mildred Charles is again 
pastor of the Pentecostal Indian Mission. 
Brother R. 'T. Esterline was pastor during the 
year leave of absence that Sister Charles 
had to engage in evangelistic work among 
the Indians in different parts of the country. 

CUPERTINO—Evangelists Helen Beasley 
and Sally Bradley have been holding good 
revival meetings in the Monte Vista assembly 
with Pastor James C. Merwin. 

DUNSMUIR—Pastor R. E. Cull reports 
that the blessing of the Lord was manifest 
throughout the afternoon and evening services 
of the Shasta district fellowship meeting 
held there September 8. The speakers were 
Brother George Anderson of Alturas and 
Brother Robert Doherty of Redding. 


EL CERRITO—There were several saved, 
some healed, and many blessed during the 
revival meetings Evangelist Walter H. Smith 
held for pastor L. H. Rogers in September. 

ELKO—The October fellowship meeting 
of the Nevada district was held there on the 
6th and 7th. The Monday evening service 
was a C. A. rally at which Brother Thomas 
Custock was the speaker. There were services 
all day Tuesday. The morning speaker was 
Brother S. H. Robertson of Fallon. The 
speaker in the afternoon service was Brother 
Vernon Ragsdale of Lovelock, and Brother 
J. S. Jamison of Susanville brought the even- 
ing message. The blessing of the Lord was 
on all of these services, reports Pastor Bernard 


L. Tewell. 


GRIDLEY—The services were well attend- 
ed and it was a fine day of fellowship at the 
North Sacramento fellowship meeting held 
there September 29. Bother M. M. York of 
Quincy and Brother Wm. T. Scott of Oro- 
ville were the afternoon and evening speakers 
respectively. Brother Chas. L. Elmes is the 
pastor. 

HAYWARD-—Evangelists Earl and Lola 
Davis have been in good revival meetings 
with Pastor E. G. Eskelin since October 5. 

HOLLISTER — Pastor Marion Minogue 
reports having one of the best meetings the 
assembly has ever enjoyed during the revival 
campaign Brother Emil J. Naef conducted 
for them in September while he was on va- 
cation from his work with Church World 
Service. The services ended with a baptismal 
service in the Christian Church whose pastor 
was healed of a dislocated hip that day in 
answer to prayer. Sister Glenora McMillan 
is CO-pastor. 

JANESVILLE—Brother E. Walter Squires 
began holding services again in Janesville 
on October 5. 

KELSEYVILLE—Pastor Luther Perkins 
reports that four were saved and four were 
filled with the Holy Spirit and the Sunday 


school attendance reached a new high during 
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News from... 


Here ey, There 


ALBERT J. LEBECK, Field Reporter 


the meetings Evangelist Niemyer of Sanger, 
California, held for him in September. 

KLAMATH-—Pastor Ray Ingram reports 
a fine day of fellowship at the Redwood dis- 
trict fellowship meeting held there October 
6. Sister Marie Filardo of Rio Dell was the 
afternoon speaker. ‘The evening speaker was 
Evangelist Carrol who was holding a revival 
campaign there at the time. Four had received 
the baptism of the Spirit the first Sunday 
night. 

LAKEPORT—Evangelist M. E. Edmunson 
began a revival meeting for Pastor S. S. 
Webster in September. 

LAS VEGAS—“Sunday, September 21, 
was a red-letter day for the church in Las 
Vegas. After several years of praying and 
planning, their first service was held in their 
new building. Though the building is not 
yet finished, they are thankful to be able to 
use it. About $6000 has been spent thus far, 
with a remaining indebtedness of only $800. 
During the summer the church was incor- 
porated and was affliated with the General 
Council. The address is 116 South Tenth 
Street, and it will be known as the Trinity 
Assembly of God. On September 28, Evan- 
gelist and Mrs. R. L. Neal, formerly of West- 
wood, began a revival meeting.” —John F. 
Green, pastor. 

LOS GATOS—Brother A. Harold Persing 
is now supplying the pulpit while Pastor L. 
E. Bersinger is ill and unable to carry on his 
work. 

LOVELOCK—Brother Vernon Ragsdale 
has resigned as pastor, the resignation effect- 
ive October 26. 

MADERA-—Sister Helen Saxelid of Mo- 
desto held a good revival campaign in Madera 
for Pastor C. H. Nicholson in early October. 

MARYSVILLE—Ending a ministry there 
of over two years, Brother J. W. Stovall has 
resigned as pastor, closing his ministry in that 
assembly on September 28. The basement 
for the new church has been put in, but the 
building has yet to be erected. 

MODESTO — (Airport)—Reports Pastor 
Ernest M. Adams: “Since camp meeting, we 
have been blessed of the Lord with a short 
meeting held by Brother Quillin, pastor at 
Tahoka, Texas. The Lord saved souls, and 
the church was blessed. Our daily vacation 
Bible school and Sunday school teachers’ 
training course were great blessings, it bein 
such a pleasure to work with Brother Ray- 
mond Brock, who had charge. Some 70 or 
more children registered and most of them 
were present every day. About 20 received 
certificates at the close of the training course. 
We have just closed a very successful meet- 
ing with 17-year-old Naoma Parker. Begin- 
ning October 29 Sister Myrtle Wolford will 


be with us for a series of meetings.” 


2622 W Street 


Sacramento, California 


OAKDALE — Brother Thurmond was 
speaker at the Sunday services October 5 and 
for the evening service the next day, when 
the North San Joaquin fellowship meeting 
was held there. The church enjoyed the Sun- 
day meetings; and the evening service of the 
fellowship meeting, which was well attend- 
ed, was held in the Methodist Church. The 
afternoon speaker was Brother David Duples- 
sis of South Africa. The pastor is E. L. Sil- 
man. 

OAKLAND (Bethel)—The first week of 
November is the time of the seventh annual 
missionary convention to be held in Bethel 
Tabernacle. Pastor R. H. Moon and congre- 
gation look forward to another time of prayer 
and ministry and consecration in the interest 
of missions. 

OAKLAND (Calvary) —The meetings 
Evangelist and Mrs. Stanley P. McPherson 
held with Pastor V. Ernest Shores from Sep- 
tember 23 to October 12 were refreshing and 
a time of revival and blessing to the assembly. 

OAKLAND (First)—The building on 31st 
street betwen Grove and Telegraph has been 
sold. The church has purchased the 10th 
Avenue Baptist Church and expect to move 
to the new location as soon as the building 
has been reconditioned and made ready for 
their use. E. Elsworth Krogstad is the pastor. 

OAKLAND (Grace) The Eastbay fellow- 
ship meeting was held there October 6. The 
afternoon and evening speakers were Evan- 
gelist Stanley McPherson and Martin Luther 
Davidson respectively. On November 9 the , 
Parlotz Evangelistic Party will begin meet- 
ings for two weeks or longer. Irving F. Ford 
is the pastor. 

OAKLAND (Revival Tabernacle) — A 
special anniversary meeting was held in the 
Oakland Revival. Tabernacle, celebrating 
their first year in the new location at 10th 
and Broadway. Brother H. J. Ketner, the 
former pastor, was the afternoon speaker. 
The evening speaker was Brother Nelson E. 
Hinman of Sacramento. Brother Cecil J. 
Lowery is the pastor. 

PACIFIC GROVE—Pastor Floyd Hoole of 
Colusa began revival meetings on October 14 
for Pastor Oral A. Hart. 

PALO ALTO—Brother L. W. Suter con- 
ducted a Peninsula Sunday school confer- 
ence at Glad Tidings ‘Tabernacle, four ser- 
vices Monday evening through Tuesday 
evening, October 20 and 21. The meetings, 
especially designed for Sunday school teach- 
ers and those interested in such work, in- 
cluded round-table discussions, forums, and 
demonstrations, as well as preaching services. 
R. J. Renfroe is the pastor of Glad Tidings 
in Palo Alto. 

PLACERVILLE—The Capitol fellowship 


meetings was held in Placerville October 13 
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with Pastor G. Oliver Hall. The ladies of the 
section conducted most of the afternoon serv- 
ice, and Sister R. A. Wilson of Roseville 
brought ‘the message. A fine picnic dinner 
served on the lawn between the services, 
was the occasion of a good time of fellowship. 
Brother Thurmond was the evening speaker. 

RICHMOND~—Pastor C. E. Persing re- 
ports having a very good meeting with Evan- 
gelist Martin Luther Davidson from October 
5 to 26. The attendance was very good, and 
several were saved and filled with the Spirit. 
Work on the new church building is pro- 
gressing with labor from the membership of 
the local church. 

RIO DELL — Sister Ida Sundquist has 
joined Sister Marie Filardo in the work there. 

SACRAMENTO (Bethel)—Brother and 
Sister Keith Hill have arrived, and he is 
doing a fine work as assistant pastor. Brother 
and Sister James Salter from Africa held a 
series of special services October 14 to 19. 
The pastor is Nelson E. Hinman. 

SALIDA—Pastor Dan Robinson reports 
having a fine meeting with Evangelist Alex- 
ander Benjamin. Souls were saved and the 
Sunday school attendance is now over 100. 

SAN FRANCISCO (Calvary) — Brother 
Carl Wilhite of Sausalito and Brother Wesley 
Jaeger, now of South Africa, were the after- 
noon and evening speakers respectively at 
the Peninsula fellowship meeting held with 
Pastor Homer M. Doyle on October 13. 

SONORA—Brother Herbert A. Hampton 
resigned as pastor in late September. The 
new pastor is Brother C. H. Holderman, who 
will continue with the building program and 
carry on the good work Brother Hampton has 
started in this new field. 

STOCKTON — Evangelist Stanley Mc- 
Pherson began a revival campaign with Pastor 
Earl F. Davis on October 14. 

SUNNYDALE-Brother S. Albert Ogle 
has been chosen to be the new pastor. He 
opened his ministry there October 12. Brother 


Gaston was present for the installation service. 


Brother C. O. Wood has moved to Phoenix, 
Arizona, and has taken up his duties as 
pastor of the First Assembly of God in that 
city. 

TULELAKE-Sister Hazel MacLeod has 
been holding good evangelistic services in 
Tulelake, where Brother Glen Ayers is 
pastor. 

UKIAH—Pastor J. R. Edgar reports hav- 
ing a very fine meeting with Evangelists 
Eddie and Ruth Washington. 

WILLITS—The parsonage h-s been com- 
pletely renovated inside and repair work has 
been done on the yard and buildings. The 
blessing of the Lord is upon the services and 
interest is rising. The pastor is Adrian G. 
Benning. 


New Arrival 
Yvonne Faye arrived October 11 to 
live in the parsonage at Redwood City 
with her parents, Pastor and Mrs. Eee: 


Gomes. 
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Fellowship Dinner 

The North Sacramento and Capitol 
districts will have another joint ‘Thanks- 
giving service this year. The meeting, 
on Thanksgiving Day, will be in the 
Armory at Marysville, where will also be 
served a turkey dinner. Brother Wm. 
E. Pickthorn, dean of G.T.B.I., will be 
the afternoon speaker. Brother W. T. 
Gaston will be the evening speaker. The 
meeting and dinner were a real success 
last year, and it is expected that again 
this year all who attend will find the 
occasion a good time of thanksgiving, 


blessing, and fellowship. 


The tenth annual convention of the 
Filipino Assemblies of God wiil be held 
this year in the Layne Memorial Taber- 
nacle, Pasadena, November 12, 13, 14. 
Brother Wm. E. Long, Secretary-Treas- 
urer of the Southern California District 
is to be the main speaker. 


Personal Mention 

Brother R. E. Henke has been work- 
ing in the area around Woodland and 
near Sacramento in recent weeks in his 
ministry to the Mexican Nationals. 

Sot) aaa a eC 

Brother D. L. Brown reports having 
very good revival meetings in the Meth- 
odist Church on the Indian reservation 
near Beatty, Oregon. A good number 
were saved and many were interested in 
the services that ran for several weeks 
beginning in early September. 

Profits to Africa 

Last year Sister Ida Blanche Hitch- 
cock sent $500, the profits from the 
sale of Scripture calendars, to the Mis- 
sions Department for the proposed Bible 
school in Africa. Sister Hitchcock in- 
tends to send the profits from sales of 
the 1948 calendar to the same place. 
The school is planned for West Africa 
where Brother Arnold C. Weston and 
Brother Harold Lehmann are laboring. 
Those wishing to have a part in this 
work may secure Scripture calendars 
from Sister Hitchcock. Money for them 
need not be sent to her until the calen- 
dars are paid for. Her address is 2222 
89th Avenue, Oakland, Calif. 

Success is not made by lying awake 
at night but keeping awake in the day 
time. 


Gideon Leaders 
Brother Albert J. Lebeck, Sacramento 


Gideon Camp president and convention 
chairman, was elected secretary at the 
State of California Gideon convention 
held in Sacramento, 
October 10, 11, and 
12. Sister Lebeck was 
elected vice-president 
for the California 
Gideon Auxiliary or- 
ganization. 

The convention 
was held in the Sen- 
ate Chambers in the 
State Capitol. Per- 
haps it was the first time the walls of 
the State Legislature have ever re- 
sounded to the sound of good old gospel 
hymns and to the Word of God. The 
climax of the business session was the 
appearance of Governor Earl Warren. 
After delivering an excellent address on 
the spiritual need of our country, he 
was presented with a copy of the Gideon 
Youth Testament. He expressed his ap- 
preciation for it and said he had on his 
desk the service Testament given to him 
some years ago by Brother Lebeck, that 
he has many desks and this copy would 
be on one of them. He also said he was 
grateful for the Gideon Bible he re- 


ceived when he became Governor. 


On Sunday morning speakers were 
sent to over 40 churches to present the 
Gideon ministry. The offerings received 
are to help to defray the cost of 10,000 
Testaments to be given to school chil- 
dren and 1,000 Bibles to be placed in 
hotels, motels, hospitals, and prisons in 
the Sacramento district. 

The 1948 international convention 
will be held in San Francisco. 


Captivity Captive 
(Continued from page 5) 

chained to His chariot, all the princi- 
palities of evil He had conquered 
through His death and resurrection, and 
there He exhibited, as a triumphant 
conquerer, the trophies of His victory. 
Satan is a conquered foe, and all the 
powers of evil in the world have been 
subdued; they can now do only what 
our Lord permits them to do, and their 
doom is as certain as though they had 
already been consigned to the lake of 


fire. See Rev. 20:10. 
(Continued on page 15) 
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Glad Tidings Bible Institute 


by WM. E. PickTHORN 


“The Dean has been asked to write 
greetings to the district from the Bible 
School. What do you think he ought 
to say.” “Tell them about our enroll- 
ment,” “Write about the freshman re- 
ception and of our first outing,” “Tell 
how crowded we are,” clamored a chorus 
of voices. But predominant among the 
multiplied suggestions was the cry: “Tell 
them God is here.” 

God is here! The blessing of the Lord 
has been apparent from the very start 
of the school year. There was a ques- 
tioning attitude among the students as 
they gathered in. The new ones were 
asking, “Just what may we expect of 
Bible School?” The returning students 
were wondering: “with new teachers. 
and under District control—what will it 
be like this vear?” Along with it was 
an attitude of expectancy, for everyone 
seemed to realize that we were gathered 
together, not just in relationship to each 
other, but in the presence of God. 


Expectancy has been met. The Lord, 
who promised that we should never be 
left alone, has proven His word in Bible 
school. What all of us have felt was 
well expressed by a young freshman as 
he testified in chanel. “I came from the 
farm,” he said. “where I was accustomed 
to walk with God over the fields. and to 
commune with Him as I saw His hand 
in nature. I was afraid to come to the 
citv. And I had heard that in Bible 
School I would lose my anointing. But 
I find Him here! He is just as real here 
as He was in the fields, in the beauty of 
the clouds, and in the rustling of the 
hreeze through the trees.” We have all 
found Him here. 

In the Freshman reception, as the 
new students were introduced to the 
student body, and their various talents 
exploited, even sometimes humorously, 
God breathed into our hearts and praise 
ascended to the throne. As Brother Elv 
Persing spoke from the Word, and re- 
called the days when he walked these 
halls as a student he was moved to re- 
mark: “God is here just as He was in 
the days of our beginning.” Brother Gas- 
ton, our President sat drinking in the 
atmosphere and revelled in the pres- 
ence of our Lord. Brother ‘Thurmond, 
the District Secretary, and one of our 
Directors, said: “We want this to be a 
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Pentecostal school,’ and added, “We 
are certainly in a moving of the Holy 
Spirit now.” 

Work must be balanced by relaxation. 
So the student body went for an outing. 
God met us there as well. After the 
play a campfire was built and a twilight 
meeting held in the glow of its flames. 
The fire of God burned until for an hour 
the entire group stood around the fire 
singing, praising, and consecrating unto 
God. The anointing was so rich that 
even after the group had been dis- 
missed and all were on the way home a 

roup of cars was seen stopped by the 
roadside with all of the occupants stand- 
ing with upraised hands in the moon- 
light worshiping God. 

No record has been kept of the num- 
ber of students who have received the 
baptism, but three have been filled in 


the last week. One student, attired in 


his pajamas, engaging in devotions be-- 
fore retiring, lost himself in God and 


was filled. Others, hearing him speak in 
a strange language, gathered into the 
room. Another student was made so 
hungry that he got a group of the stu- 
dents to go to the prayer room with him, 
and within an hour was gloriously filled. 
A third student sought God after a 
church service, and later testified, “I 
have been in Pentecost all of my life, but 
have never been able to open my heart to 
the Spirit. Now — glory —I’m filled.” 

We are crowded. Enrollment is so 
large that it has been necessary to place 
three students in almost every room. 
There isn’t space for three to keep 
clothing in closets scarcely adequate for 
normal occupancy. So many have solved 
the problem by improvised racks, and 
by keeping clothing which is not in 
immediate need in boxes and suitcases 
under their beds. In many cases the 
third student sleeps on a roll-away bed 
placed in the middle of the room each 
night and carted away to some corner in 
the mornings. When study time comes 
it is necessary to hunt diligently to find 
space to spread out the necessary books. 
But the students are not complaining. 
They are looking forward to a larger 
student body next year, saying, “With 
the approval of God as evident as now, 
He is bound to do something for our 
future.” 


FRESH-men 
by R. J. TaurmMonp 


Fresh with the breath of the eternal 
spirit—fresh from the presence of the 
Lord—fresh with the anointing that stirs 
the hearts of needy humanity with a 
longing for God. Fresh-men and women 
to replenish the ranks of those who have 
fallen in battle, to fill the ranks of the 
discouraged and those who need to 
come apart awhile and rest. Fresh to 
go into the ranks, among those who are 
in the heat of battle, encouraging them 
and pushing on in the conflict against 
sin. 

Not fresh as being impolite, thought- 
less, or frivolous, but men and .women 
to inspire confidence and to go into the 
work of the Lord with a vision of the 
need of God’s kingdom being extended 
here on earth. They are young men and 
women with a burden for the lost, and 
with the love of God aflame in their 
hearts; young people who cannot sit idly 
by but who must apply themselves to 
study and work to equip themselves for 
the great work God has called them to. 

Glad Tidings Bible Institute fresh- 
man—filling the ranks for the class of 
1950. Fresh from school, fresh from the 
service of their country and all walks 
of life, and from many states of the 
Union. 

As they fill the ranks this year may 
they prove by study, prayer life, and 
practical work that they are God’s fresh 
men and women whom He has called 
into the whitened field and into His 
vineyard for the harvest of precious 
souls. 


Alumnitems 


Sister Estella Wilcox, class ’25, is soon 
to return from the Fiji Islands, where 
she has been carrying on the work of 
Brother and Sister Heetebry, class ’23 
and '24 respectively, while they have 
had a year of furlough. 

Brother and Sister Arnold Weston, 
both of class ’24, recently arrived in the 
Gold Coast, West Africa. They have 
returned to resume their work on the 
mission field. 

Wesley Jaeger, class ’27, now resid- 
ing in South Africa, is in the home dis- 
trict visiting relatives and friends. His 
wife, whom he married in Johannes- 
burg, arrived by plane in New York on 
October 20. The Jaegers expect to re- 
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turn to South Africa in November after 
a further visit in California. 

Brother and Sister Louis Rynning, 

both of class ’27, now live in St. Louis, 
_ Missouri. He is engaged in evangelistic 
work. 
_ Florine Capelle, daughter of Brother 
and Sister Joseph Capelle (Rena Ca- 
pelle, class ’25.) was united in marriage 
to Novis R. Thompson of San Fran- 
cisco on October 26. 

Emil Lassegues, class ’28, is pastor of 
the church in Montreal, Quebec, min- 
istering to French Canadians. 

Arthur Molvik, class ’29, is pastor of 
a church in Helgeland, Norway. 
+» Emil Balliet, class °30, is pastor of 
Central Assembly, Springfield, Mo. 

Esther Crews, class 31, has recently 
returned from Costa Rica, ending her 
third term as missionary to Central 
America. 

Dorothy Dodge, class ’31, is a teacher 
in the Woodstock School, Landour, 
U_P., India. 

Arden and Viola Ragsdale, class ’31, 
are pastors at Bay City, Michigan. 

Carl and Wilma Gunderson, class ’33, 
are pastors at Longview. Washington. 

Florence and Paul Thommen, class 
34. have returned to California with 
their family of four. - They are now liv- 
ing at Palo Alto. 

Raymond Ton. class °35, is District 
Sunday School Representative of the 
Southern California District. 

Clyde Shields, class ’41, now a mis- 
sionarv in the Philinpines, is teaching in 
Bethel Bible School and is preaching in 
Services. 

Robert Thomas, class ’41, is a mission- 
ary in Argentina. 

Homer Thompson, class ’42, is assist- 
ant pastor to Brother A. A. Wilson in 
Kansas City, Missouri. 

Evangeline Radley Gaston, class of 
’43, is in Sprinefield, Missouri. Marcus 
Gaston is now the music director of the 
Sermons in Song radio program. 

William Pickthorn, dean of G.T.B.L., 
is a member of the class of ’32. 

Emmy Pearson, dining room hostess 
at G.T.B.I. and director of the week 
day Bible classes of Glad Tidings ‘Tem- 
ple, is a member of the class of ’30. 

Dorothy Gararden, wife of G.T.B.I. 
registrar, Vernon Gararden, is a mem- 
ber of the class of ’24. 

Marjorie Maddocks, the editor, is a 
member of the class of 731. 
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Berachah 
(Continued from page 3) 

must have been galling to their pride. 
And what was their song? Was it a 
rousing, marching battle hymn of the 
nation? No, it was not. It was just an- 
other piece of foolishness. They praised 
“the beauty of holiness.” What connec- 
tion did this have with war, and slaugh- 
ter, and bloodshed? If you must 90 
ahead and sing then sing something 
more to the point. See that motley crowd 
coming down the road singing, shout- 
ing, and dancing about the “beauty of 
holiness.” Nothing beautiful about war. 
Sherman said, “War is hell.” But here 
they come, and behind them comes the 
steady tramp, tramp, tramp of the army 
in dignified and orderly ranks. “Let 
things be done decently, and in order,” 
says one. If you must sing, and praise 
and dance put the army first to protect 
that crazy crowd of Pentecostal people 
which are following. But whatever you 
do, don’t send them into battle first. 
The enemy will mow them down like 
grass. 

But this has ever been God’s way, 
“for the weapons of our warfare are not 
carnal, but mighty through God to the 
pulling down of strongholds” (2 Cor. 
10:4). Praise and thanksgiving first, as 
a result of God-given faith and vision, 
then afterward the armies of the Lord 
to bring up the rear. The results of this 
procedure abundantly justify the means 
employed. 


Then “Judah . . . looked unto the 


multitude, and, behold they were dead 


bodies . . . and none escaped” Cvs. 24). 
Moreover the spoil was so great that 
there was “more than they could carry 
away: and they were three days in 


gathering of the spoil” Cvs 25). 


Now comes the final celebration. If 
there were any doubters before the bat- 
tle they were all silenced now. A great 
victory had been won without the loss 
of a life in Judah, but on the contrary 
much booty had been gained. ‘They 
went into battle praising the “beauty 
of holiness.” They came out of the con- 
flict blessing the Lord and gathered at 
Berachah, the valley of blessing. O, my 
friend if you- want a real Berachah in 
your life, then praise the “beauty of 
holiness” before and during the con- 
flict. You will surely come out thence 
with great spoil, and the slain of the 
Lord will be many. 


Captivity Captive 
(Continued from page 13) 

Christ did not die in vain. He ac- 
complished all that He came into the 
world to accomplish. He came to defeat 
the devil, and He defeated him. When 
He ascended into heaven, after His death 
and resurrection, He “led captivity cap- 
tive,’ just as it had been foretold He 
would. 

Our Lord did not preach to the 
“spirits in prison” while His body was 
in the tomb; He did not go down into 
Hades to remove from a compartment 
there the souls of the righteous dead 
who had been there ever since they 
died; He did not take Paradise from 
below to a place above. When the 
Apostles’ Creed says concerning Christ 
that “He desended into hell,” if, by that 
expression, we are to understand that 
He descended to that abode just as any 
other person, dying, may descend, I 
agree with it, but if we are to under- 
stand that He went there to evangelize 
the people, or for the purpose of re- 
moving any of them to a higher or 
better place, I utterly disagree with it. 
In any event, I leave the words out of 
the Creed, when I repeat it, as they are 
so likely to be misunderstood. ‘They were 
put there anyhow by man, and they are 
not needed. Notice where David said his 
enemies were going to go (Ps. 63:9). 

Hades is the Greek equivalent of the 
Hebrew Sheol, and it is frequently 
rendered “grave.” That our Lord went 
into the “grave” we know, and that He 
was there “three days and three nights” 
we must believe, if we are to believe 
what He Himself said. May we not as- 
sume, and with good reason, that by 
“the lower parts of the earth” we are 
to understand “the grave’? 

It may be of interest to the reader to 
state that the first occurrence of the word 
Sheol in the Bible is in Genesis 37:35 
where it is rendered “the grave” in both 
the Authorized and the Revised Ver- 
sions, and where in the margin of the 
R. V. is this notation: “Heb. Sheol, the 
name of the abode of the dead, answer- 


ing to the Greek Hades, Acts 2:27.” 


Being a Christian translates the Bible 


into life. 
* * * * * 


It is better to have a bank in heaven 
than to have your heaven in the bank. 
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Christs Ambassadors 


20th ANNUAL 


FALL CONVENTION 


NOVEMBER 7, 8, 9, 1947 


Friday - Saturday - Sunday 


WM. E. KIRSCHKE, Main Speaker 


OTHER SPEAKERS: 
Lester Sumrall 
William Pickthorn 
W. T. Gaston 


WM. E. KIRSCHKE 
Seattle, Washington 


BUSINESS MEETING — SATURDAY 10:00 A.M. 


Sunday Afternoon — 2:00 o'clock 


GIGANTIC SPEED-THE-LIGHT RALLY 


With BOBBY BOWMAN and JOHN BROGER 


TURLOCK 


HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM — (Follow the Arrows) 


